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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 295654 
ORIGIN L-03 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO DLOS-09 10-14 ACDA-12 HA-05 
AF-10 ARA-14 EA-12 NEA-10 CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 
NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 OES-07 DPW-01 
PM-05 H-02 INR-07 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 /144 R 

DRAFTED BY L/PM:MMATHESON 

APPROVED BY S/AR:GALDRICH 

DOD:DANDERSON 

EUR:MHURLEY 

L/T:AROVINE 

009399 101719Z/41 

O P 101653Z DEC 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BERN NIACT IMMEDIATE 
INFO USMISSION USNATO PRIORITY 

UNCLAS STATE 295654 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS: ICRC, PARM 

SUBJECT:US SIGNATURE OF PROTOCOLS TO GENEVA CONVENTIONS 
REF; STATE 293691 

1 . ACTING SECRETARY HAS SIGNED FULL POWER AUTHORIZING 
SIGNATURE OF PROTOCOLS BY AMBASSADOR WARNER. TEXT OF 
FULL POWER CONTAINED IN PARA 6 BELOW. PLEASE CONVEY 
TO APPROPRIATE SWISS OFFICIAL. 

2. US SIGNATURE WILL BE SUBJECT TO THREE STATEMENTS OF 
UNDERSTANDING. PARA 5 BELOW CONTAINS TEXT OF NOTE CONVEY- 
ING US STATEMENTS. PLEASE CONVEY NOTE TO APPROPRIATE 
SWISS OFFICIAL. ORAL STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR DURING SIGN- 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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ING CEREMONY IS NOT RPT NOT REQUIRED FOR THIS PURPOSE. 

3. APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S ASSISTANCE IN MAKING ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR US SIGNATURE AND AMBASSADOR'S PARTICIPATION ON SHORT 
NOTICE. 

4. WE WOULD APPRECIATE REPORT INDICATING WHICH COUNTRIES 
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SIGN AND ANY FORMAL STATEMENTS SUBMITTED AT TIME OF 
SIGNATURE. 

5. TEXT OF NOTE; 

THE UNITED STATES EMBASSY PRESENTS ITS COMPLIMENTS TO THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY, AND HAS THE HONOR TO INFORM IT THAT THE 
TWO PROTOCOLS TO THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF AUGUST 12, 1949 
RELATING TO THE PROTECTION OF VICTIMS OF ARMED CONFLICTS, 
WILL BE SIGNED TODAY ON BEHALF OF THE UNITED STATES. 

THIS SIGNATURE IS SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING UNDERSTANDINGS: 

A. PROTOCOL I 

1. IT IS THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA THAT THE RULES ESTABLISHED BY THIS PROTOCOL WERE 
NOT INTENDED TO HAVE ANY EFFECT ON AND DO NOT REGULATE 
OR PROHIBIT THE USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

2. IT IS THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA THAT THE PHRASE "MILITARY DEPLOYMENT PRECEDING 
THE LAUNCHING OF AN ATTACK" IN ARTICLE 44, PARAGRAPH 3, 

MEANS ANY MOVEMENT TOWARDS A PLACE FROM WHICH AN ATTACK 
IS TO BE LAUNCHED. 

B. PROTOCOL II 
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IT IS THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
THAT THE TERMS USED IN PART III OF THIS PROTOCOL WHICH 
ARE THE SAME AS THE TERMS DEFINED IN ARTICLE 8 OF 
PROTOCOL I SHALL SO FAR AS RELEVANT BE CONSTRUED IN 
THE SAME SENSE AS THOSE DEFINITIONS. 

THE EMBASSY HAS THE HONOR TO REQUEST THAT YOU CIRCULATE 
THE TEXT OF THIS NOTE TO THE STATES PARTY TO THE GENEVA 
CONVENTIONS. 

THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AVAILS ITSELF 
OF THIS OPPORTUNITY TO RENEW TO THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS THE ASSURANCES OF ITS HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. 

6. TEXT OF FULL POWER: 

I INVEST MARVIN L.WARNER, AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO 
THE SWISS CONFEDERATION, OR AMBASSADOR GEORGE H. ALDRICH, 
WILL FULL POWER AND AUTHORITY FOR AND IN THE NAME OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO SIGN TWO 
ADDITIONAL PROTOCOLS TO THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF 
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AUGUST 12, 1949, RELATING TO THE PROTECTION OF VICTIMS 
OF ARMED CONFLICTS, OPENED FOR SIGNATURE AT BERN ON 

DECEMBER 12, 1977, THE SAID PROTOCOLS TO BE TRANSMITTED TO 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA FOR HIS 
RATIFICATION BY AND WITH THE ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE 
SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I HAVE HEREUNTO SET MY HAND AND 
CAUSED THE SEAL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE TO BE AFFIXED 
AT THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
THIS TENTH DAY OF DECEMBER, 1977. (SIGNED) WARREN 
CHRISTOPHER, ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE. CHRISTOPHER 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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ORIGIN L-03 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO DLOS-09 /013 R 
66011 

DRAFTED BY L/PM:MJMATHESON 
APPROVED BY S/AR:GALDRICH 

068695 042027Z/45 

R 041925Z JAN 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

INFO USMISSION GENEVA 6196 

UNCLAS STATE 295654 

FOLLOWING REPEAT 77 STATE 295654 ACTION BERN INFO USNATO DEC 10. 
QUOTE UNCLAS STATE 295654 
E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: ICRC, PARM 

SUBJECT:US SIGNATURE OF PROTOCOLS TO GENEVA CONVENTIONS 
REF; STATE 293691 

1 . ACTING SECRETARY HAS SIGNED FULL POWER AUTHORIZING 
SIGNATURE OF PROTOCOLS BY AMBASSADOR WARNER. TEXT OF 
FULL POWER CONTAINED IN PARA 6 BELOW. PI, EASE CONVEY 
TO APPROPRIATE SWISS OFFICIAL. 
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2. US SIGNATURE WILL BE SUBJECT TO THREE STATEMENTS OF 
UNDERSTANDING. PARA 5 BELOW CONTAINS TEXT OF NOTE CONVEY- 
ING US STATEMENTS. PLEASE CONVEY NOTE TO APPROPRIATE 
SWISS OFFICIAL. ORAL STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR DURING SIGN- 
ING CEREMONY IS NOT RPT NOT REQUIRED FOR THIS PURPOSE. 
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3. APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S ASSISTANCE IN MAKING ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR US SIGNATURE AND AMBASSADOR'S PARTICIPATION ON SHORT 
NOTICE. 

4. WE WOULD APPRECIATE REPORT INDICATING WHICH COUNTRIES 
SIGN AND ANY FORMAL STATEMENTS SUBMITTED AT TIME OF 
SIGNATURE. 

5. TEXT OF NOTE; 

THE UNITED STATES EMBASSY PRESENTS ITS COMPLIMENTS TO THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY, AND HAS THE HONOR TO INFORM IT THAT THE 
TWO PROTOCOLS TO THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF AUGUST 12, 1949 
RELATING TO THE PROTECTION OF VICTIMS OF ARMED CONFLICTS, 
WILL BE SIGNED TODAY ON BEHALF OF THE UNITED STATES. 

THIS SIGNATURE IS SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING UNDERSTANDINGS: 

A. PROTOCOL I 

1 . IT IS THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA THAT THE RULES ESTABLISHED BY THIS PROTOCOL WERE 
NOT INTENDED TO HAVE ANY EFFECT ON AND DO NOT REGULATE 
OR PROHIBIT THE USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

2. IT IS THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA THAT THE PHRASE "MILITARY DEPLOYMENT PRECEDING 
THE LAUNCHING OF AN ATTACK" IN ARTICLE 44, PARAGRAPH 3, 

MEANS ANY MOVEMENT TOWARDS A PLACE FROM WHICH AN ATTACK 
IS TO BE LAUNCHED. 

B. PROTOCOL II 

IT IS THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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THAT THE TERMS USED IN PART III OF THIS PROTOCOL WHICH 
ARE THE SAME AS THE TERMS DEFINED IN ARTICLE 8 OF 
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PROTOCOL I SHALL SO FAR AS RELEVANT BE CONSTRUED IN 
THE SAME SENSE AS THOSE DEFINITIONS. 

THE EMBASSY HAS THE HONOR TO REQUEST THAT YOU CIRCULATE 
THE TEXT OF THIS NOTE TO THE STATES PARTY TO THE GENEVA 
CONVENTIONS. 

THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AVAILS ITSELF 
OF THIS OPPORTUNITY TO RENEW TO THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS THE ASSURANCES OF ITS HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. 

6. TEXT OF FULL POWER: 

I INVEST MARVIN L.WARNER, AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 

PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO 

THE SWISS CONFEDERATION, OR AMBASSADOR GEORGE H. ALDRICH, 

WILL FULL POWER AND AUTHORITY FOR AND IN THE NAME OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO SIGN TWO 
ADDITIONAL PROTOCOLS TO THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF 
AUGUST 12, 1949, RELATING TO THE PROTECTION OF VICTIMS 
OF ARMED CONFLICTS, OPENED FOR SIGNATURE AT BERN ON 

DECEMBER 12, 1977, THE SAID PROTOCOLS TO BE TRANSMITTED TO 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA FOR HIS 
RATIFICATION BY AND WITH THE ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE 
SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I HAVE HEREUNTO SET MY HAND AND 
CAUSED THE SEAL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE TO BE AFFIXED 
AT THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 

THIS TENTH DAY OF DECEMBER, 1977. (SIGNED) WARREN 

CHRISTOPHER, ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE. CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE CHRISTOP 
HER 
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